To whom it m ay concern:
Every year, INDA, Association of the Nonwoven Fabrics Industry holds an international conference
specifically focused on the disposable wipes industry and is the only one of its type in North Am erica.
This year, the World of Wipes® conference will be held from July 12-15, 2021 at the Atlanta Marriott
Marquis in Atlanta, Georgia. The World of Wipes® conference typically attracts m ore than 400
participants from 17 different countries. While the World of Wipes® conference is prim arily an
educational event, it also offers an opportunity to exhibit and the conference often features over 50
exhibitors.
The World of Wipes® conference is a m ajor event for the wipes industry and has a significant
econom ic im pact on the US econom y. The disposable wipes industry touches m any of the critical
infrastructure sectors identified by the Cybersecurity & Infrastructure Security Agency, including
Chem ical, Com m ercial Facilities, Em ergency Services, Food & Agriculture, Healthcare & Public Health
and Water & Wastewater System s. In addition, according to a report by Oxford Econom ics (see
attached), every $1 spent at a face-to-face m eeting or business event generates an additional $1.60 for
the US econom y, for a total im pact of $2.60.
The World of Wipes® conference offers participants a trem endous opportunity to learn about the
innovations, technological developm ents, trends, industry outlook, growth opportunities, and
sustainability/ environm ental stewardship relevant to the disposable wipes industry. Attending the
conference gives the participants a unique opportunity to engage in com m erce with business
partners, suppliers and custom ers within their target industry.
Accordingly, it is our opinion that individuals attending the World of Wipes® international conference
are providing executive direction or vital support for critical infrastructure sectors, or directly linked
supply chains; and/or are providing vital support or executive direction for significant econom ic
activity in the United States and thus their entry into the United States for purposes of attending the
World of Wipes® would be in the national interest as determ ined by the United States Secretary of
State.
Yours truly,

David Rousse,
President

The Invisible Industry Delivering Big for the U.S. Economy:

Face-To-Face Meetings and Business Events
A new report by Oxford Economics affirms that face-to-face meetings and business
events not only play a critical role in connecting people and driving business results,
they also support 5.9 million jobs and hundreds of billions of dollars in annual revenue.

The Multiplier Effect

Every dollar spent on face-to-face meetings and business events
generates an additional $1.60 for the U.S. economy –

an increase of 160%.

$2.60

$1.60

$1

Total
economic
impact

Indirect
and induced
impacts

Direct
impact
Spending and jobs associated with
planning, producing and attending
an event

Spending associated with
downstream or “supply chain” costs as
well as spending by industry employees
that supports the broader economy

The combination of direct impact,
indirect and induced impacts

In 2016, 1.9 million meetings were held in the United States,
generating $845 billion in economic impact.

Growing Year-Over-Year

The economic impact generated by meetings is shared
across a variety of industries. Meetings direct spending has
expanded 23% since 2009, primarily due to increases in the
number of meeting participants.

$1,000

In Millions

$750

Total Impact
$685.1

Total Impact
$710.1

Total Impact
$845.3

Indirect and
induced output

$500

Direct output

$250

$0

2009

2012

2016

Want to learn more about the economic impact of face-to-face meetings?
Find the full report here.
Source: Economic Significance of Meetings to the U.S. Economy Report© 2018 Events Industry Council.

